
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE S2863 May 8, 2014 
and Uganda, saving lives and pre-
venting illnesses for thousands of indi-
viduals. 

R. Patrick DeGroodt, deputy product 
manager, Department of the Army, Ab-
erdeen Proving Ground, Aberdeen, MD, 
helped America’s war fighters achieve 
mission success and stay out of harm’s 
way by developing and deploying a new 
mobile communications network that 
gives Army units continuous 
connectivity on the battlefield. 

Jonathan Gandomi, former field rep-
resentative for the counter-Lord’s Re-
sistance Army mission, Department of 
State, Bureau of Conflict and Sta-
bilization Operations Washington, DC, 
coordinated U.S. efforts to end the 
atrocities of the Lord’s Resistance 
Army, one of Africa’s oldest and most 
brutal extremist groups, and help vic-
tims overcome decades of violence. 

Dr. Rana A. Hajjeh and the Hib Ini-
tiative Team, Director, Division of 
Bacterial Diseases, Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention, Atlanta, GA, 
led a global campaign to convince some 
of the world’s poorest countries to use 
a vaccine to fight bacterial meningitis 
and pneumonia, an initiative that is es-
timated to save the lives of 7 million 
children by 2020. 

Sean C. Young and Benjamin J. Tran, 
electronics engineers, Air Force Re-
search Laboratory, Wright-Patterson 
Air Force Base, Dayton, OH saved U.S. 
soldiers’ lives in Afghanistan by cre-
ating and deploying a new aerial sensor 
system to help Army and Special 
Forces units detect and destroy deadly 
improvised explosive devices. 

This is your tax dollars at work. 
Science and Environment Medal fi-

nalists are Federal employees who have 
made significant contributions to the 
Nation in activities related to science 
and environment, including biomedi-
cine, economics, energy, information 
technology, meteorology, resource con-
servation, and space. 

William A. Bauman, M.D. and Ann M. 
Spungen, Ph.D., Director, Bauman, and 
Associate Director, Spungen, National 
Center of Excellence for the Medical 
Consequences of Spinal Cord Injury, 
Department of Veterans Affairs, James 
J. Peters VA Medical Center Bronx, 
NY, greatly improved the health care 
and the quality of life of paralyzed vet-
erans by developing new ways to treat 
long-overlooked medical problems. 

William Charmley and James Tamm, 
Division Director, Assessment and 
Standards Division, Charmley, and 
Chief, Fuel Economy Division, Tamm, 
Environmental Protection Agency, 
Charmley; National Highway Traffic 
Safety Administration, Tamm, Ann 
Arbor, MI, Charmley; Washington, DC, 
Tamm, led an interagency team that 
developed standards for cars and light 
trucks that will double fuel economy 
by 2025 and reduce carbon dioxide emis-
sions by 6 billion metric tons; 

John Cymbalsky, program manager, 
Appliance and Equipment Standards, 
Department of Energy, Office of En-
ergy Efficiency and Renewable Energy, 

Washington, D.C., brought together in-
dustry and environmental groups to 
adopt new efficiency standards for ap-
pliances and commercial equipment 
that will save consumers money and 
reduce energy consumption and air pol-
lution. 

Richard Rast, senior engineer, Air 
Force Research Laboratory, Kirtland 
Air Force Base, Albuquerque, NM, de-
veloped a new, low-cost method of lo-
cating and tracking space debris that 
could severely damage or destroy 
spacecraft and vital communications, 
navigation, and weather satellites. 

Jeffrey Rogers, program manager, 
Ret., Defense Advanced Research 
Projects Agency, Arlington, VA, cre-
ated a wearable sensor that provides 
real-time information on the risk of 
traumatic brain injuries to soldiers ex-
posed to bomb blasts, resulting in 
quicker medical treatment and uncov-
ering previously undiagnosed injuries. 

This is your tax dollars at work. 
The individuals I have just named are 

the best of the best. But they would be 
the first to acknowledge that they 
stand on the shoulders of many col-
leagues. Yet these men and women who 
have done so much in service to the 
American people have endured pay 
freezes, furloughs, benefit cuts, a gov-
ernment shutdown, and shrinking 
budgets. The Service to America Med-
als finalists—and countless other dedi-
cated public servants across our coun-
try—strive to serve their fellow citi-
zens every day. They remind us why we 
pay taxes. It is important that we 
pause to reflect on their contributions, 
celebrate their successes, and give 
thanks for their service and their devo-
tion to helping create and sustain a 
civilized society.∑ 

f 

SMITH-LEVER ACT CENTENNIAL 
∑ Mr. CASEY. Madam President, I wish 
to mark the centennial of the enact-
ment of the Smith-Lever Act. 

The Smith-Lever Act established the 
Cooperative Extension Service, a vital 
nationwide system of educational part-
nerships that brings together Federal, 
State and local governments and land- 
grant universities. 

This network is administered by The 
Pennsylvania State University in all 67 
counties of Pennsylvania. 

Access to the Cooperative Extension 
Program provides valuable informa-
tion, resources and educational pro-
grams to communities on a broad 
range of issues. 

As agriculture is Pennsylvania’s No. 
1 industry, this program continues to 
serve as a valuable resource for agri-
cultural producers, small business own-
ers, students, consumers, and commu-
nities of all sizes. 

The Cooperative Extension Program 
helps to maintain and support the agri-
cultural industry, while utilizing inno-
vative research and technologies to ad-
vance the future of the industry. 

I ask the Senate to join me in hon-
oring the 100th anniversary of the 
Smith-Lever Act.∑ 

CONGRATULATING STEVE AND 
CAROLYN COBURN 

∑ Mr. HELLER. Madam President, I 
wish to recognize Nevada’s own Steve 
and Carolyn Coburn for their recent 
victory at the 139th Kentucky Derby 
with their co-owned horse, California 
Chrome. California Chrome was the 
victor by 13⁄4 lengths, and as a fellow 
horse owner, it gave me great pride to 
watch a Nevadan-owned horse win this 
coveted title. 

Steve Coburn, an Army veteran, and 
Carolyn Coburn are both Douglas 
County residents who took a chance 5 
years ago when they became part-own-
ers in California Chrome’s mother, 
Love the Chase, as an investment op-
portunity. Although Love the Chase 
failed as a thoroughbred in the eyes of 
the industry, the Coburns and other co- 
owners decided to breed her, resulting 
in California Chrome, the humble-be-
ginnings horse who turned out to be a 
champion. 

California Chrome does not only win 
races, but he has become an integral 
member of the Coburn family. Every 
few weeks, the Coburn’s made the drive 
from their rural Nevada home to watch 
their foal grow into a champion and 
never had a doubt that he was special. 
His track record of 10 career starts and 
6 first-place finishes proves their pre-
dictions right. 

As a fellow horse enthusiast, I appre-
ciate the unique roles horses play as 
companion animals, as well as an im-
portant part of the commercial horse 
racing industry. I know the citizens of 
the ‘‘Silver State’’ are proud to see 
humble Nevadans succeed in making 
their dream of having a winning horse 
come true. Today, I ask my colleagues 
to join me in congratulating Steve and 
Carolyn for this unparalleled victory 
and wish California Chrome the best in 
his future racing endeavors.∑ 

f 

EMMET COUNTY, IOWA 

∑ Mr. HARKIN. Madam President, the 
strength of my State of Iowa lies in its 
vibrant local communities, where citi-
zens come together to foster economic 
development, make smart investments 
to expand opportunity, and take the 
initiative to improve the health and 
well-being of residents. Over the dec-
ades, I have witnessed the growth and 
revitalization of so many communities 
across my State. And it has been deep-
ly gratifying to see how my work in 
Congress has supported these local ef-
forts. 

I have always believed in account-
ability for public officials, and this, my 
final year in the Senate, is an appro-
priate time to give an accounting of 
my work across four decades rep-
resenting Iowa in Congress. I take 
pride in accomplishments that have 
been national in scope—for instance, 
passing the Americans with Disabil-
ities Act and spearheading successful 
farm bills. But I take a very special 
pride in projects that have made a big 
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